DAYLIGHT

The Lodge of the Arts
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1924 — Ordel Ross McLain  On December 28, 1923
retiring Master Harry Carney installed a musician Ordel McLain,
born January 31, 1885 in Wymore, Nebraska as the new Master
of the Lodge. McLain submitted his petition that says he moved
to Seattle in 1906, the same day as Harry Carney who
preceded him as Master but he completed his degrees seven
days earlier on July 7, 1920. He was working in the pit at the
Moore Theater then called the Orpheum when he petitioned and
he later became an officer in the Seattle local of the Musician’s
Union. He was active in the lodge for many years. For some
reason in December 1958 he demitted from the lodge but re-
affiliated in May of 1960 and continued as member until his
death June 10, 1970.

There is little doubt that there continued to be a close,
friendly relationship between Daylight and its daughter, Elliot
Bay Lodge because the Daylight minutes of January 9, 1924
contain a motion:

“for the loan of some of our paraphernalia, was gra nted;
they to be congratulated on having obtained their ¢ harter,
and quarters in the Masonic Temple.”

The minutes show bills for that month totaled $613.20,
which included $231.50 for Grand Lodge. In 1925 the Grand
Conclave of the Knights Templars was planned for Seattle and
the March 12, 1924 minutes note that a:

Brother Judd of the Knight Templar 1925 Conclave
Committee, spoke of the merits of this conclave and the
necessity of raising money to entertain same, he sa  id that
the quota for each lodge was a minimum of $1.00 per
member. On motion the W. Master was to appoint a
committee of three to take up this matter and repor t next
meeting...

It must be assumed that the request was received with
lukewarm enthusiasm for the committee returned a resolution at
the April 9 meeting which, after many Whereas and other words
of support and praise for the conclave said, that each member
of Daylight Lodge No. 232, voluntarily pledge the amount
of one $1.00 dollar . The January 14, 1925 minutes record that
$75.00 was sent to the Knight Templar Triennial Committee.
Those minutes also note a report from Brother MecLain that
Brother H. Emil Hansen was still confined to his ho me, as
the result of an automobile accident. A charter member of)
the Lodge, Hansen was the timpanist for the Seattle Symphony
Orchestra until late in the 1950s.

1924 was unique in Daylight's history. In that year the
lodge’s only Masonic trial was held. Entered Apprentice Brother
Hawkinson was charged with unMasonic conduct. It was
claimed that among other things,

"shortly after his Initiation as an Entered Apprent ice Mason,
he deserted his wife without apparent justificatio n, went to
the City of Spokane and there did carouse with
guestionable characters; and did drink to excess, and
otherwise did act in a manner unbecoming a Mason.”

A trial committee was appointed and in December they
reported  back, Hidden in the lodge
correspondence was a complete report of the matter, hand
written in pencil, on 5” by 8” paper held together by a rusty
straight pin, but very difficult to completely decipher. It was
written that Brother Hawkinson was a traveling furniture

salesman. His wife, described as extremely jealous and
always claiming that he was seeing other women, had made
the charges against him both before and after he became a
Mason. The records show statements from various people
including the Spokane’s Davenport Hotel Manager repudiating
the charges. Years later when asked about this trial, charter
member Beach Taylor who was listed as a witness, explained
that it was a simple case of putting the cart before the horse.
No one completely checked the details before filing the
charges. In fact the wife alone was the source of all the
accusations and a charge that he was seeing another woman
in Spokane was a joke, the woman was his sister or
sister-in-law. The brother continued as a member in good
standing until his death in 1975.

OTHER DAYLIGHT HAPPENINGS IN 1924
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If you wish to avoid seeing a fool you must first keak your
looking-glass. Rabelais

He who thinks himself wise, O Heavens! Is a greabbl -
Voltaire




