18G4 °0th ANNIVERSARY CACHET ENVELOPE FOR THE
ESTABLISHING OF THE RPO AUGUST 28 1944

ON AuGusT 28, 1864, the first railway post office in the United States was
established on the Chicago and Northwestern Railway from Chicago to Clinton,
Iowa. Col.ngo;ge l; Armstrom? suggested the plan of ak: post office on wheels"’
which provided for the sorting of mail in transit by clerks assigned to u
plied with equipment of a suitable character. The experiment proved mRY D. DOYLE P
and the systccrin. »l;whi%h vs.'as ﬁooln g:iopted bé all leadingbe railways, greatly ?impliﬁed
and expedited the U. S. Mai rvice, n September 16, 1875, the fa: g D
service was inaugurated, the first fast mail train being run between N 3 EAST 92ND PLACE
and Chicago.
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Illinois Cen’ral Trains Carried Mail to Gen. Grant's Troops
Some sorting of ma’l was done within the lines of
the Army of the Tennessee, in railroad cars at Army
Headquarters and in railway terminals near the scen s
of Army operations. This was long before the ec
tablishment of the Railway Mail System, August
28, 1864, between Chicago and Clinton, Yowa.
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